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Academic and Professional Communications
Assignment 3: Critical Reflection Portfolio

[regional and rural issues in Australia ]

The referencing system I am using for this assignment is (please highlight):
APA 7th              OR             Chicago Author-date 17thB

Text 1: [Rural Communities and Rural Social Issues:  Priorities for Research. Rural Industries] 
Black.  A. Duff. J, Saggers, S; Baines.  P, Jennings. A & Bowen, P (2021).Rural Communities And  Rural Social Issues:  Priorities For Research Rural Industries.  Research and Development Corporation. Published Location: Barton, ISBN: 0642581606. http://inform.regionalaustralia.org.au/process/regional-development-processes/item/rural-communities-and-rural-social-issues-priorities-for-research-4 
This text is concerning rural social issues within Australian Communities. I have chosen this text as it offers a description of issues to do with economic adjustment and its implication on the rural life of indigenous. Thus, I think the text itself is by indigenous Australians. Rural life in Australia is associated with the change in population, governance, and regional development. My portfolio focuses on regional and rural issues in Australia.
Nevertheless, it fits within my portfolio as it pinpoints social well-being, socioeconomic structure, health, safety, and housing as serious issues faced by those living in regional and rural parts of Australia. This text has challenged my assumption that Australia has limited regional and social issues that are discussed above. It has done this by offering a report that deals with prioritizing the social problems and the recommendation on how to do away with them. I feel challenged because before reading this text, I never knew if an economic adjustment in Australia has such implications on rural Australians' lives. 

Text 2: [Challenges facing rural, regional Australia in new times]
Falk, I. (2001). Challenges facing rural, regional Australia in new times. Learning to Manage Change: Developing Regional Communities for a Local-Global Millennium. (Ed. I. Falk.) pp, 3-11.
I have chosen this text because it explains the problems faced in new times in the Australian rural region to support my portfolio that concerns regional and rural issues in Australia, like globalizing agricultural markets. I am confident that the importance of adapting to social changes depends on learning about current challenges faced by Australians. Some of the regional and rural issues in Australia are rural adjustment following the complaints of Australia’s regional population. I think the outflow of social and economic infrastructure seems to be a regional and rural issue in Australia. Besides, there withdrawal of health, banking, government-related services, commercial facilities, and political influence bring more frustration and suffering from the communities. I had previously assumed that regional and rural communities in Australia face a downturn in the globalization of agricultural activities. Seemingly, most of the problems stem from globalizing agricultural activities that other parts of the world are still facing; hence I feel challenged by the text.

Text 3: [People and issues outside our big cities are diverse, but these priorities stand out]
https://theconversation.com/people-and-issues-outside-our-big-cities-are-diverse-but-these-priorities-stand-out-110971 
I have chosen text to address the regional and rural issues faced by Australians. Climatic action such as variability of climate associated with drought and flooding when it rains is an issue of concern. The text is by indigenous Australia as the author pleads for a better mechanism to manage climate variability. The text reveals that there are fewer efforts by the governance in maintaining environmental flow, which has become fragile. I believe that climate issues have been associated with specific problems like reduced opportunities in developing markets and escalated social and economic downturns following increased climate variability. While I thought Good governance supports environmental sustainability in Australia, I am challenged that rural politics in some parts are polarized because they have shown resistance to change. There is a need for proper transitional planning to solve sustainability issues in the Australian region and embrace telecommunications infrastructure of high speed, mining, and agriculture insignificant parts like the south Australian region.  

Text 4: [Rural and remote issues]
https://aifs.gov.au/cfca/bibliography/rural-and-remote-issues 
I chose this text to explore and investigate how Australia's regional and rural issues affect the livelihood of indigenous Australians.  The text describes some of the rural and remote issues faced include health and welfare, education plans, child/family support, family violence, and sexual violence.  I understand parents must see their kids grow well while they are protected and cared for. However, I read in the text that some children in contact with child system protection face neglect and abuse from rural and remote areas compared to those in cities. I can relate child abuse in rural areas with insufficient/improper education plans. I am challenged that the issues mentioned in this text affect children, and thus I believe the development of child aware approach would better enable such children to flourish. I would suggest that community services in rural areas need to be united and develop initiatives to support children.



Final Reflection
Throughout the semester, the application of professional communication has been a fascinating unit. I have gone through interaction with my fellow students and instructor. Through such interaction, I have gained a lot which has changed my thinking over the semester. I have carried out several types of research, presentations, and written communication that mainly focused on academics that have sharpened my ability to think and develop successful learning skills critically. I have been able to look for findings to evaluate and synthesis any academic and scholarly work. With the guidance of my instructor, I have developed the ability to demonstrate reflective thinking skills logically and appropriately critically. In the current century, many careers globally require creativity and some practical communication skills. This course has been effective in embracing both listening and speaking skills. My observation throughout the semester reveals that how we use and interpret Language is essential in many different professional organizations. 
I have learned that Language is the best tool that forms a foundation for communication. Without it is hard to interact as humans. We need to interact as humans constantly. This might be difficult if communication is poorly developed because misinterpretation of any information ends up misleading the parties involved, and the message is not passed from one person to another. I have also learned that academic, professional communication keeps on changing since it combines different approaches for skills and knowledge acquisition.
 I am satisfied with how this course equips learners with the proper skills to interpret and analyze communication. The unit has changed my attitude on how I should interact in any professional situation. It has also formed a strong basis that is important as I progress with my communication career. The course offers knowledge on advanced and most fundamental concepts about human communication, interacting with others, and imparting an ability to successfully communicate with others by using either oral or written communication. Through research, I have learned that this course requires understanding the culture, negotiation, and conflict management through communication and Language. I have realized that many organizations depend mainly on formal Language as well as communication. With current communication issues, the course can place me in a different professional environment like law, healthcare, and business. I will therefore like to take my communication process further to study and practice law as a profession.
Additionally, the course has focused on exploring and understanding how Language and communication impact the choice of different careers. I have been able to learn and analyze various elements of communication as well as social interactions professionally. The course has some exposure to the significance of ethical and social responsibility associated with the communication process. When I was started, the study was not aware of how to apply non-verbal strategies and their effectiveness and importance. Still, now I can use such techniques in solving group problems, managing and resolving conflicts. As of now, I am confident about how speech is prepared and delivered to the audience by incorporating and organizing ideas logically to enhance oral presentation through communication. 

 



